CABIN LINKAGE
BY DALE MULFINGER
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There are many reasons to
consider a covered walkway
connecting two or more
structures in cabin land;
You want to be able
to walk to a garage or
guest cabin out of the rain.

1

t

1

READ MORE ARTICLES AT
www.lakehomeandcabinshow.com

2

Your budget suggests phasing of the
project.

You would like to add gently to
an existing structure with some
distance for privacy.
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You’d prefer to add a detached guest
cabin, but zoning won’t allow two
habitable structures on your lot.
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Attachment with a covered walkway
may be deemed one aggregate
building.
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You’d like to employ the concept of “Dog Trot”
where a central unifying roof connects two
structures. I’ve had the opportunity to design
cabins or additions for all of these conditions.
Several have been built and a few remain on the
boards. These designs have usually employed
covered open colonnades, however, two we are
currently designing have screened porches as the
linkage, so in addition to avoiding the rain, these
clients can avoid mosquitos and deer flies!
Dale Mulfinger was born and raised on
a dairy farm in Minnesota, and the rural
landscape and vernacular architecture have
informed his many designs. After graduating
from the University of Minnesota, he
worked nationally and internationally before
becoming a Founding Partner in 1983 of what
is now SALA Architects, Inc. The breadth of his
work at SALA includes modest remodels and
additions, lakeside cabins, along with urban
and rural homes from St. Paul to Buenos Aires.
He has taught architectural studios at the
University of Minnesota and other schools
since 1976. He is a fellow of the American
Institute of Architecture and author of five
books include the The Architecture of Edwin
Lundie and The Cabin. He has authored
over 100 articles in regional and national
magazines and his sustaining research on
cabins has earned him the title, “Cabinologist”.
In 2015 he was named “Architect of
Distinction” by AIA-MN and Midwest Home
magazine.

Dale can be reached at SALA Architects

(612) 379-3037
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